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WELCOME

Welcome to the 2nd FLOW International Photography Festival!

FLOW Photofest is a biennial, month-long festival celebrating photography in all its 
forms across the Highlands and Islands, collaborating with a network of organisations 
and venues.  

The theme for FLOW Photofest 2019 is BORDERS - acknowledging our shifting 
political and personal boundaries and how photography is also evolving as art 
and document.  We present new and recent work by Scottish and international 
photographers, promote new collaborations, and will engage a diverse array of 
visitors. The theme addresses cultural, social, territorial, geographical, political, sexual, 
racial and psychological phenomena. 

Following on from the success of 2017, we have increased the number of venues with 
exhibitions in Stornoway, Ullapool, Thurso, Inverness, Findhorn, Forres and Elgin, as 
well as offering artist talks, workshops, portfolio reviews, and a photography themed 
film festival. Two photographers from the 2017 portfolio sessions went on to have 
solo exhibitions at the FLOW Photofest Wall at Eden Court Theatre during 2018 – a 
new permanent exhibition space, important in sustaining dialogue with Scotland’s 
photography community. There will be artist-led workshops in collaboration with the 
new Inverness Darkroom on cyanotypes, pinholes and bookmaking, and Highland 
Print Studio will run photogravure workshops. 

We would like to thank the Inverness Common Good Fund, Impact Hub Inverness, 
Street Level Photoworks, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Elgin Bid, Highlife 
Highland, the Scottish Society for the History of Photography and the Inverness 
Camera Club for their help and assistance to make it all happen. 

We do hope you enjoy the Festival ...

Matt Sillars, Chair, FLOW Photofest
&  Paul Campbell

John Ferguson
Rachel Fermi
Hannah Laycock
Roddy McKenzie
– the FLOW Photofest team

www.flowphotofest.co.ukFLOW Photofest 2019
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31st August to 28th September
IMAG: INVERNESS MUSEUM & ART GALLERY

MICHAEL FLOMEN

“In 1971 when I was visiting Inverness 
I decided to pursue photography as a 
possible career . . .”

Michael Flomen, a self-taught Canadian 
artist, began taking photographs in the 
late ’60s, and has been showing his 
work on several continents since 1972. 
He has been a darkroom printer for, 
and collaborator with, many artists. 
These include Jacques Henri Lartigue’s 
traveling exhibition in Canada and the 
United States in the mid ’70s. His first 
book of “street photographs,” which 
followed the Cartier-Bresson formalism 
of photographic picture making, was 
published in 1980, followed by Still 
Life Draped Stone in 1985. Michael 
switched camera formats in the early 
’90s, photographing snow and 
producing works under the title RISING. 

For the last fifteen years, this self-taught 
artist has used camera-less techniques 
to collaborate with nature. Various forms 
of water, firefly light, wind, and other 
natural phenomena are the inspiration 
for his picture making.  “He takes 

pictures without a camera.. of things we 
cannot see.. takes photographic paper 
outside at night and floats it in his pond 
and exposes it to the light of the moon…” 
– Vinyl Café interview.

Michael Flomen’s work is in the 
collections of George Eastman House, 
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
the Musée national des beaux-arts du 
Québec, the Norton Museum of Fine 
Art, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
the National Gallery of Canada, and 
the Whitney Museum of American Art. 
He recently collaborated with the poet, 
Forrest Gander, in his 2019 Pulitzer 
poetry prize winning publication Be 
With. 

Michael Flomen’s United Kingdom debut 
show was last year when he had his first 
solo exhibition at Somerset House as part 
of Photo London. FLOW Photofest are 
delighted that having been inspired to 
take up photography as a career while 
visiting Inverness in 1971, we are hosting 
the Scottish premier of his work.

@michaelflomen

This show is in collaboration with
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Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images

JEFF J. MITCHELL

Jeff J Mitchell is a multi-award winning 
staff photographer for Getty Images 
based in Scotland. He has travelled 
extensively, covering major news events 
both nationally and internationally. 
He started out on the Helensburgh 
Advertiser 20 years ago and progressed 
to the Edinburgh Evening News and to 
the Glasgow Herald. He worked for 
Reuters before taking up a staff position 
for Getty Images in 2006 as a News 
Photographer based in Scotland. 

Assignments have varied over the years 
from covering the clashes in Kiev, the 
Arab Spring, the World Cup in Africa 
for FIFA, traveling on the Labour battle 
bus during the 2010 general election; 
and producing features such as the Lairg 
Lamb sale, in Sutherland (the largest 
one-day sale in Europe) and the Up 
Helly Aa Viking Festival on the Shetland 
Isles. He has also been involved in many 
UK international news stories including 
the funerals of both Princess Diana and 
the Queen Mother, the foot and mouth 
outbreak and the multiple murder of 

16 school children at Dunblane Primary 
School in March of 1996.

In 2015 Jeff spent most of the summer 
covering the migrant crises, as people 
came through Serbia before boarding 
trains in Croatia to be transported onto 
the Slovenian border. He described it as 
“a conveyer belt of humanity… it was like 
a scene from the second world war. It 
was thousands. It was endless.”

One of his best-known photographs was 
used on UKIP’s controversial “breaking 
point” migrant poster and shows the 
terrible plight of refugees fleeing war-
torn countries. These pictures helped 
Jeff win Photographer of the Year 2016 
Award.

He currently lives in Alexandria, 
Scotland, with his wife Lyn and two sons 
Finlay and Callum.

He was awarded the Getty Images 
European News Photographer of the 
Year, 2014 and News Photographer of 
the Year, 2016.

@mitchelljeff

6th to 28th September
EDEN COURT, Inverness
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JANA ROMANOVA
WAITING

Jana Romanova works with 
photography and video to accomplish 
her personal projects and assignments 
around the world. She obtained a 
degree in journalism from Saint-
Petersburg State University and 
studied contemporary art at PRO ARTE 
foundation in a School for Young Artists, 
Saint-Petersburg, Russia.

Her personal projects are focused on 
the topics of community and collective 
identity of post-Soviet countries. She 
works with her subjects as collaborators, 
using different methods of participatory 
art, and challenges herself with 
experiments where she tries to become 
part of different communities, question 
her own identity and explores different 
roles photography plays in our society.

A photographer with a portfolio 
of international projects, talks and 
exhibitions, in 2014 the British Journal of 
Photography included her in the list of 
young promising photographers Ones 
to Watch. In 2016 she was selected as 
a participant of Joop Swart Masterclass 
by World Press Photo. 

Waiting

It is early morning and young Russian 
couples, inhabitants of Saint Petersburg 
and Moscow, are sleeping in their 
bedrooms. They’re preparing to become 
parents in a few months, and the camera 
documents both their poses and also 
the details of their interiors. Bed sheets, 
objects of daily life and decorations tell 
how the last generation born before the 
fall of the Soviet Union currently lives in 
big cities of modern Russia.

There is so much hype about capturing a 
new baby’s first moment from the second 
they come out of the womb and all the 
subsequent moments after, but the truth 
is, babies change their parents’ lives long 
before they are born. Even during the 
pre-birth waiting time, expecting parents 
are already shifting towards arguably 
the biggest change in their lives. It is this 
vulnerable transition that Jana Romanova 
captures in this series of tender and 
intimate portraits.

This exhibition is its Scottish premier.

www.janaromanova.com

31st August to 28th September
IMAG: INVERNESS MUSEUM & ART GALLERY

This show is in collaboration with
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ELENA CHERNYSHOVA
DAYS OF NIGHT – NIGHTS OF DAY

Elena Chernyshova is a Russian 
documentary photographer. Self 
taught, she developed a passion for 
visual language during her studies in 
architecture. After two years of work 
as an architect, Elena left her job and 
bicycled from Toulouse to Vladivostock 
and back again: 30,000 kilometers, 
26 countries, 1004 days of cultural, 
human and challenging experiences. 
The trip led her to decide to become a 
photographer.

Photography for Elena is a way to 
investigate the daily life of different 
groups and communities in the context 
of environmental, political and 
economic changes. Her work aims to 
visualise the impact of certain conditions 
of human activity, ways of adaptation 
and diversity of lifestyles.

Elena Chernyshova is a multi-award 
winning photographer with an 
international portfolio of exhibitions, 
Days of Night - Nights of Day has 
received several international prizes and 
awards, and this exhibition is its Scottish 
premier.

Days of Night - Nights of Day 

This documentary project is about daily 
life of the inhabitants of Norilsk, a mining 
city north of the arctic circle and with 
a population of more than 170,000 it 
is, after Murmansk, the second largest 
city within the Arctic Circle. The city, its 
mines and metallurgical factories were 
constructed by prisoners of the nearby 
Gulag, Norillag in the 1920’s and 30’s.  
With 60% of the present population 
involved in the industrial process, this 
documentary aims to investigate human 
adaptation to extreme climate, ecological 
disaster and isolation. The city sits on the 
world’s largest deposit of nickel-copper-
palladium. 

Nearly half of the world’s palladium is 
mined in Norilsk. Accordingly, Norilsk 
is the 7th most polluted city in the world. 
The average temperature is -10C, 
reaching lows of -55C in winter when for 
two months the city is plunged into polar 
night. The living conditions of the people 
of Norilsk are unique, making their plight 
incomparable.

www.elena-chernyshova.com

6th to 28th September
EDEN COURT, Inverness
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ADAM PAŃCZUK
KARCZEBY

Adam Pańczuk studied at the University 
of Economics and photography at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Poznan and 
lives in Warsaw. With his projects Adam 
seems to be asking questions, at the 
same time directly and metaphorically, 
about identity, consciousness and 
attitude towards life of the people he 
meets along the way. His unique skill 
to tell gripping yet intimate stories with 
images has won many prestigious 
awards including, Pictures of the Year 
International, Magnum Expression 
Award, Grand Press Photo. His work 
has been published in National 
Geographic, Newsweek, British Journal 
of Photography, Le Monde, Esquire, 
Oyode Pez, Geo Magazine, Polityka, 
Malemen, and DF Gazeta Wyborcza. 

This exhibition is its Scottish premier.

Karczeby

Karczeby is one of the dialects spoken 
in the East of Poland and is a mixture of 
Polish and Bellarussian.  People strongly 
attached to the soil, cultivating it for 
generations with their bare hands, are 
called Karczebs, a word also used to 
describe what remains of a tree after it 
is cut down - a stubborn stump which 
remains stuck in the ground. This also 
applies to the people – as it was not 
easy for the authorities to root them out 
from their land, even in Stalinist times. The 
price paid for their attachment to place 
and the soil was often their freedom or 
their life. After death, buried near to their 
farmland, a Karczeb became the soil, 
later cultivated by their descendants.

In these images we see clearly the 
connection between the people and 
their land. But we also see Adam’s deep 
connection with his subjects. The figures 
pose, but they are authentic at the same 
time. The portraits are serious but contain 
a touch of oddball levity. We are able to 
admire and smile at the same time, as if 
we know the Karczeby too.

www.adampanczuk.pl

6th to 28th September
EDEN COURT, Inverness
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DOCUMENT SCOTLAND
A CONTESTED LAND

The collective – Document Scotland 
– is comprised of Colin McPherson, 
Jeremy Sutton Hibbert, Sophie 
Gerrard and Stephen McLaren - four 
Scottish photographers passionate 
about documentary photography and 
passionate about Scotland. Building on 
Scotland’s long and pioneering tradition 
of documentary photography, Document 
Scotland’s aspiration is to make work 
and engage in a discourse which will 
form a vital component of the history and 
conversation of our nation tomorrow.

Set against the current political backdrop 
the four photographers examine the 
complex relationship between Scotland’s 

6th to 28th September
INVERNESS COLLEGE UHI

www.documentscotland.com

people, history and landscape. It 
comprises four bodies of work, one from 
each member of the collective, including 
Treasured Island: Colin McPherson’s 
portrait of Easdale island in 2018, Jeremy 
Sutton-Hibbert’s series about street politics: 
Let Glasgow Flourish, Sophie Gerrard’s 
study of one of Europe’s most important 
peat bogs: The Flows and Stephen 
McLaren’s work linking the historical 
wealth of Edinburgh with the African 
and Caribbean slave trade: Edinburgh 
Unchained.

JEN KINNEY
CITY UNDER ONE ROOF

Jen Kinney is a radio producer and 
photojournalist who spent a year in Whittier 
– an Alaskan town only accessible through 
a single-lane tunnel, blasted through two-
and-a-half miles of mountain. At night, the 
tunnel closes, making an island of the town 
until morning. The majority of the community 
lives in one of two enormous buildings, 
remnants of Whittier’s days as a World 
War II and Cold War military base. In 
these images, isolation, claustrophobia, 
solitude, and community collide.

6th to 28th September
EDEN COURT, Inverness

TINE POPPE
EXIT WONDERLAND

Tine Poppe is an artist photographer who 
lives and works in Norway. Taken during 
the last US presidential elections this series 
of photographs is a science-fiction notion 
of a European’s fascination with the post-
human and unreal feeling of the American 
desert and urban landscapes. The images 
created, inspired and exaggerated by 
the surreal presidential election and it’s 
possible worst outcome.  All image titles 
are Donald Trump quotes.

6th to 28th September
EDEN COURT, Inverness

www.jakinney.com

www.tinepoppe.no

“I will build a great wall”


